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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9/16/05 
has been entered. Currently, claims 1-3, 5-10, and 14-17 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 8, and 15 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the current amendments to the claims and therefore a new 
ground(s) of rejection will be made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-10, and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shimizu in view of U.S. Patent No. 5892843 to Zhou et al. as cited in 
the. Notice of References Cited dated 1 1/4/04. 

Regarding claims 1, 8, and 15, Shimizu discloses a document management 
system, method, and program storage device readable by a computer, tangibly 
embodying a program, applet, or instructions executable by a computer to perform 
managing documents, comprising: (a) an imaging device configured to create an image 
of a document (see column 1 lines 10-14, column 9 lines 6-8 and 30-31, column 10 
lines 5-9, and column 19 lines 56-61), (b) a keyword identifier configured to identify at 
least one keyword in the document image (see Fig. 12 and column 12 lines 46-49), (c) a 
document labeler configured to generate a name for the document image from the at 
least one keyword (see column 19 lines 1-5), and (d) a storage system configured to 
store the document image with the name for the document image, as the name of the 
document image (see column 19 lines 50-61). 

Shimizu does not disclose expressly detecting a graphic image within the image 
of the document, wherein the graphic image is a field indicator, locate keyword fields in 
the document image, relative to the graphic image. 

Zhou discloses a keyword identifier configured to detect a graphic image within 
the image of the document, wherein the graphic image is a field indicator, locate 
keyword fields in the document image, relative to the graphic image, and identify at 
least one keyword in the document image (see Figs. 1 and 11, column. 1 lines 8-15, 
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column 2 lines 29-31 , and column 10 line 47-column 1 1 line 10, reference shows that a 
graphic image (photo) is detected within a document image (original bitmap image "20") 
and text associated with the photo can also be detected based on the photo region 
area, which is analogous to the claim limitation). 

Shimizu & Zhou are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, detection of regions of image/text in a document image. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the use of graphic image (photo) located within a document 
image to direct a system to detect a caption/text associated with the image as described 
by Zhou with the system of Shimizu. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide faster and 
more reliable searching a documents that are in image format without the need to 
convert the entire document to a text format and provide greater reliability in the 
identification of text associated with a graphic image (photo). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Zhou with Shimizu to obtain 
the invention as specified in claims 1, 8, and 15. 

Regarding claims 2, 9, and 16, Shimizu and Zhou disclose the system discussed 
above in claims 1 , 8, and 15, and Shimizu further discloses wherein the keyword 
identifier includes an optical character recognizer configured to recognize characters in 
the document image (see Fig. 12 and column 12 lines 41-46). 
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Regarding claims 3, 10, and 17, Shimizu and Zhou disclose the system 
discussed above in claims 2, 9, and 16, and Shimizu further discloses wherein the 
keyword identifier includes a word detector configured to detect words from characters 
recognized in the document image (see column 9 lines 13-15). 

Regarding claim 5, Shimizu and Zhou disclose the system discussed above in 
claim 1 , and Shimizu further discloses wherein the storage system includes a document 
storage device (see Fig. 58). 

Regarding claim 6, Shimizu and Zhou disclose the system discussed above in 
claim 1 , and Shimizu further discloses wherein the storage system includes a file 
system (see Fig. 2 and column 10 lines 1-4). 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Shimizu and Zhou disclose the system discussed 
above in claims 1 and 8, and Shimizu further discloses wherein the storage system 
includes a database (see Fig. 12 and column 12 lines 47-49). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached at (571 ) 272-7402. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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